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Stray cats and goats
are now the biggest
problem for
Donegal’s ISPCA

Still
fighting
the good
fight

BY KATE HEANEY

ONEGAL'S animal cruelty pre-
vention service is one of the best
in the country dealing with up to
15 call outs per day. Funding for
the excellent work done by the local serv-
ice received a major boost ten years ago
when a Dunfanaghy resident artist left
Donegal's ISPCA a major bequest.
The founder of the Donegal branch of

the Irish Society for the Prevention of Cru-

elty to Animals (ISPCA), Mrs Pamela
Geary organised the inaugural meeting
here 43 years ago because of her great
love of animals.

Mrs Geary and her late husband Mick
later established an 11 acre sanctuary on
their land near Ramelton where horses
and donkeys can recover and enjoy a well
cared for existence.

Mrs Geary recalled this week how the
local branch for much of its lifetime oper-
ated on a shoestring with the founding
members organising coffee mornings and
other functions to fund their operations.
All changed ten years ago when artist
Miss AP Jury left a substantial bequest,
having seen the excellent work they did.

"We were very fortunate in those earli-
er years in that, although we never had a
ha'penny, we almost always managed to
have an inspector. Our Inspector Mr Tony
Cleary has been with us for 30 years and
does an absolutelv wonderful iob looking
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The organisation's first patron was Mr Henry McEl-
hinney of Glenveagh Castle.

Mrs Geary explained that her late husband did not
really become involved with the ISPCA until after his
retirement.

Her love of animals began at an early age on the
farm in Roscommon where she grew up, Her late fa-
ther was the master of the local fox hound and she
learned to ride at eight years of age.

A typical day for Mrs Geary or Mr McCleary can be-
gin with the first telephone call coming at 8 a.m.

She is very grateful that the public are so aware of
the need to report acts of cruelty but hoped they un-
derstood that the organisation only had the one inspec-
tor and it takes time to answer all the calls they get.

"Mr McCleary is really on call seven days a week
and gets called to situations involving all sorts of ani-
mals. In the most extreme cases a person responsible
for cruelty to an animal can be charged and prosecuted
and there have been a number of cases taken to court
in recent years," she said.

The provision of the dog pound in Letterkenny oper-
ated by Donegal County Council has been a huge boost
and has resulted in many of these being rehoused. She
paid tribute to the excellent staff at the dog pound.

However, Mrs Geary explained that there is current-
ly a major problem in the county with stray cats.

"Responsible cat owners really should have them op-
erated on. There are cats everywhere in the county and
they are causing a problem. The other difficulty we
have is the absence of a place to put stray goats.

"House owners can get quite irate if a stray goat
wanders in and begins eating all their flowers and
shrubs. If we get a call about this, it can prove difficult
as you do not know if the goat’s owner is taking care of
it or if it has been abandoned,” she said.

One of the worst acts of cruelty she witnessed was
finding a horse with part of its leg gone and some of
the remaining skin just rotting away. She also spoke of
the horrendous condition a donkey was found in where
its hooves had grown so long and twisted that the poor
animal could not walk and was only able to eat the
grass in a circle around it, but it too was rescued. To
date they have rescued dogs, donkeys, ponies, baby
seals and birds. One of the hannier staries che tald in.



